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MOVING ON AFTER THE
HOUSE IS GONE
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PANORAMIC VIEWS OF IOWA TOWNS T+
SUMMER MUSIC FESTIVALS
—RANCH HOME RENOVATION

WATER TRAILS
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FULL MOON HIGH TRESTLE BRIDGE RIDE
Trail heads in Ankeny, Madrid, Slater, or Wogq

. .O a1 fi l
}:Ol::{ X Multiple ride distances are possible: 20 mje f’r’; Centry)
11 miles from Slatef, 3 miles from Madfld, 3 miles mAnkeny:

fro
B, . | m
Woodward. Free, no registration required. bzkez'owamm

/—_\

May 25 8 a.m.

SNAKE ALLEY CRITERIUM
AND BURLINGTON ROAD RACE

nowntown Burlington and surrounding areas
Hundreds of competitive cyclists from around the Country yi
try for thousands of dollars in prizes. The downtown Criterjup,
has been described by the Iowa Bicycle Racing Associatiop 4

“one of the most physically challenging races in the Midyeq
The road race is an out-and-back route and covers more th,
100 miles. Cost: $15—-$45. Register online usacycling.org. For .
popular and free kids” races and Cobblestone Climb, which ke
place at noon on Saturday, register at Steamboat Senior Cente
snakevalleycriterium.com

W .
de by moonlight on the High Trestle Ty, dr(

dlf |

June 1 9 a.m.—4 p.m.

T-BONE TRAIL BIKE RIDE

Audubon

Ride the T-Bone Trail, a 21-mile paved route, for any distance
you like. A ribbon cutting at 9 a.m. celebrates the new trail
extension. Afterward, park your bikes at the town square and

browse the art show and enjoy the food-truck offerings.
audoboncaun@a com

JUne 5 0:30-8 p.m.

CRANDIC TIME TRIAL SERIES

Big Grove Brewpub, Solon

This monthly competitive event draws riders largely trom
neighboring Iowa City and Cedar Rapids and includes
trials with prizes three-deep in each category. The Chaﬂeng“‘g
10-mile time triq] includes 370 feet of climbing. Host ffat
Grove Brewpub. Registration opens at > p.m. Riders 21€7
regular interyals starting at 6:30. Cost: $15-943. Xist

usacvcel - : ; :
4 /mg.org to register online. crandicracing.com
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At last count, Iowa’s Department

of Natural Resources (DNR) had
designated 964 miles of water trails

in lowa (with an additional 764 miles
of study areas being considered for
designation, so thar total will likely
go up). Thats good news for Iowans
seeking outdoor recreation in some of
the most scenic parts of the state.

Don't own a kayak or canoe? No
worries. Our state has many private
outhirting businesses positioned along
the routes that can set you up with
everything you'll need and will drop you
oft and pick you up later downstream.
Some even offer instructional classes
you can take before embarking. These
local experts can also help guide you
around possible log jams and other
obstacles and problems associated with
the widespread spring flooding we've
experienced this year.

Here’s a sampling of the water trails
you can discover this summer. The

ijowan.com
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[owa DNR has detailed brochures

on all of its water designated trails,
indicating stream access points, safety
tips, lists of local outfitters, plus detailed
information about the wildlife, natural
history, and cultural attractions along
the routes. (Descriptions courtesy of the

Iowa DNR).

NORTH RACCOON RIVER
WATER TRAILS

Sac, Calhoun, and

Carroll Counties

The North Raccoon through Sac,
Calhoun and Carroll counties stands
apart from the broader landscape of
intense agriculture, while at the same
time taking on the character brovided
by land practices of private landowners,
1Lhe corridor varies from broad pasture
and savannah grasslands to narrower
forested buffers with nearby cropland.

In some places, eroding riverbanks rise
50 feet above the river — , testament

& " +
" ¥ o
. £y " i ! v 1 AR
. | i P 5 i - # R o [T AR 1
,_ J ] . - i L - | . 3 [] _.-l‘ '.! '-_ ! = | * . i [ 7 i
| . e i PSR e e
L] & - 3 Y il kT . i ATy
2 P ‘_‘;.' & -. il ': ] - : -y
, - o Sighed o Vo LY. e R .
: R R L N ¥ =
. ] - o Wy : - e N L
o A ‘d‘_ . - ¥ e = I._ I..‘ | J: i - i ._.;_ '
&, i _.'....-" "' i d " "ﬁ 13 ;h r -u .|| & .--'.-- ] | ¥ F

1__;;41;,.5;._‘.__-. AR *???l{ﬁ:}'_} x-: ing. L[l/ﬂ'ik AT A T g :
series of rout oeing and Kdydmiis -

Ii,l‘- -1.—.._ .

Ay i

e

to the volume of water being shed from
the agricultural landscape. Wildlife

is abundant, and varies greatly with
changes in vegetation. The paddle is

a bit challenging — with longer river
stretches and occasional rock dams,
riffles, and log jams to navigate.

Dallas County

The North Raccoon River in Dallas
County is a great example of the
transitions throughout Iowa from
wildness to rural agricultural landscapes
and increased human presence. The
Water Trail begins in a narrower
corridor largely engulfed by forests and
bluffs. While proceeding downstream,
the river meanders through mostly
private lands, Beauty and some wildness
still exist. Some rock outcrops are visible
along a couple of short sections, and
the woodlands that do exist are diverse.
Wildlife is still present, including many
of the animals mentioned in previous
sections. Broad sand beaches are found
at several bends in the river and receive

lic use. Unfortunately,

.« [eft behind. The mixture
s, development, and

n if{]PﬂCt
f many central Iowa

t}/piCﬂl O

. on the Raccoon RiveriniGiteans
A tr1p {:,‘ rakes tr avelers through 1

dSL‘Elpr;: of tall bluffs, hilltops with
Jan wling Old oaks, and wild places

flbund;m[ Wlldllfe It is a place to
| with few obvious

5pfﬂ
wi[h
rience Nature, |
dgns of development. 'H.le river cuts
hrough prehistoric glacial deposits

1 amodern agricultural landscape.

he story of the river is one of natural

- ures and human alterations, much of

Jhich is revealed on the water trail.

exp

WAPSIPINICON RIVER
WATER TRAIL

Buchanan County

The Wapsipinicon is a river pulsing

with life. The lifeblood of the river is

its backwater wetlands and forests that
give the river the space it needs and
provide habitat to support a diversity of
vildlife. While traveling downriver,; you
will notice a varied landscape of broad
loodplain forest, scenic bluffs, and
C{I&nging colors through the seasons.
Nature s abundant, with nearly all

fear V1
by f:arm Actvity separated by forest,

re — by boat, with rod
bars, and by accessing

| Jacent parks. You'll paddl
“§hf by Cedar Rock, a T

' ight ho
W2 an Me now owned by the state of
OPerated as 5 museum.

[?1” and Scott County

16 the fon
hﬁqufl'lt] leSlplmcon meanders and
A 0ges its mind as it braids

S o
J thy -
\mﬂands Ough llmestone cliffs and

Rivey 1S route to the Mississippi
limestone bluffs

K will wow

eparting from

Cess. e
The Wapsipinicon

Davis, Van Buren, ang

Wapello Counties (Eldon
to Farmington)
The Lower Des Moines River Hows

through lowlan
of So ftheast Ioiaf;) Ei‘c’tjrj:‘j alm}g i
Ing historic
towns (Bentonsport, Bonaparte, and
Keosauqua to name just a few) and
structures. You may fee| like you are
moving through time while viewing
ancient geology and archaeology evident
in the layers of rock outcrops. Large
sycamore and cottonwood trees of the
lush forest add to the atmosphere of
timelessness. Fish and explore from
a boat, or get out on sandbars and
adjacent public lands. Among the
great recreational resources is Lacey-
Keosauqua State Park — Towa’s second
oldest state park. The park offers great
opportunities for hiking, camping, and
wildlife viewing along the river, and has
its own rich history:.

SKUNK RIVER WATER TRAIL
Story County

The Skunk River was once a green
wooded ribbon in a prairie sea. Today,
it is a green wooded ribbon in a sea of
agriculture. Forested river corridors are
the only continuous habitat left in the
modern Iowa landscape. As such, the
Skunk provides critical habitat for hoth
river and land species. The Skunk Was
formed as a major drainage for melt{ng
glaciers. Rounded cobble, large gr.anlte
boulders, and gravel were left behmﬂd as
the glaciers receded, and are found ull(
and along the river. Ada Hayden Par

in Ames was formerly a quarty busir_ljss
that mined the gravel. Dams and bridges

are part of the history of the Skunk

River, Paddlers il
!:)y the Civilian Cop
In the 1930 4t Sto

of bridge abutments and a mil] dam

re;}nain at Soper’s Mill. A low-head dam
where a mill once stood ]| can be seen
near the Sleepy Hollow Access.

notice 2 bridge built
servation Corps

ry City. Remains

lowa has nearly a thousand miles of

designa'led water trail routes for paddlers
wof all skill and experience levels.
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Visit iowadnr.gov, the lowa
DNR website, to find maps and

additional information on these
and other water tralls.
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