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+te Park many time befor&s
bt [ wanted to,gxperience tin the winter, right ¥
Afrer a fresh snowfall. Tht:s&rph%tﬁq? weraken |
a trip to Ledges In February 20.1 . It e 0
those days when looks are deceiving —t g sulty
was out and the skies were @ vibrant blug; burt the

the double digits.
%

temperature barely broke into

I knew the Canyon Drive would be closed (it
rypically is during the winter months), 5011 cimvc
0 the western edge of the park where Peas Creek
empties into the Des Moines River. From there, I
hiked up the frozen creek up into the park. [ only
passed a few other hikers and few cross-country
skiers, as it was still early morning. Although

it was bitterly cold, it was my chance to make
racks through the fresh snow, as sections of the
park had not been touched yet by other hikers.

When you walk through the canyon, you expect
to see interesting patterns where the snow has
landed on the bridges and picnic tables, but what
you don't expect is the incredible silence. Not
only does the snow act as a sound absorber, but
the canyon also seems to help isolate any noise
trom the surrounding prairie. When you stand
still, the silence is just amazing.

Learn more at iowadnr. gov,

LY
W ¥
‘..'1 .'

5

=
- 'I""l‘l'*r

fy
f-.j 4
A'fresh layer of snow
on‘the stone arch
bridge in Ledges
State Park.
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Although the Canyon Dri'w.fe--‘j.."ts_l?_:ﬁ_‘_ﬁ -
‘Dﬂer!_ losed to vehicles during the; "w
T It's still openyto hikers and|

Cross-country skiers‘)\
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the canyon floor.
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Perhaps t:he Most recognized feature
(besides the ledges themselves)

S the sto

: € arch bridge, which was built
)Y

the Civilian Conservation Corps
IN the 1930s. »

22  ijowan.com
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