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During the winterrmonthé, the lighted walkway

in Dancehall Cave is turned off because the
brown bats are hibernating. Be sure to check
with the state park officials before entering — the
metimes closed to help prevent the
flose syndrome from humans to

his photo with a tripod, and | set
f@Xposure photo that captured my
S'I'walked toward the back of the cave.

caves are*so
spread of Wit
the bats=iie
) * a-_,jiasﬁl . -

Although I've visited Maquoketa Caves many times, this was the
first time | had visited during the winter, and | was fortu,nate tg have
a fresh snowfall from the night hefore. Although | wasn' the first .
Person in the park that day, | was there by myself for many 2?;1:5-
giving me the opportunity to make fresh tracks as | expl:?fe poc 4
trails around the nark. The only noise was the soundT 0 | :;:the
crunching through the snow (and those sounds eche |ngsilent 4
imestone bluff). When | stopped, it became completely siient

Perhaps the quietest place I've been in lowa.
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Lower Dancehall Cave hasa huge epening where o e-air méh%é
in to mix with the relatively warm air fr m, the cave’ creﬁés '
zones where-icicles can form. On this trip, | saw thousands

icicles, ranging in length from less than inch to 6 feet! b
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. o e
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